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If we turn now to the moral life of the students
of Japan we come to the centre and crux of
the chief problem facing the nation. It is not
strange that with the undermining of the props
of religion which so frequently rested on a basis
of superstition or myth, and the breakdown
of the old system of authority in all the lands
of the East, a kind of " moral interregnum "
should result which leaves the students without
an adequate ethical basis. It will help us to
sympathize with the difficulties of these Oriental
students if we recall the fact that exactly the
same thing occurred in the Renaissance of Europe.
In the West, four centuries ago, " the spirit of
the movement was essentially one of opposition
to authority and of assertion of individual liberty ;
a practical paganism which substituted the
attractions of art for the claims of religion and
morality, and eventuated in deep and widespread
immorality." This could often truly be said
of the transitional period to-day among the
students of Japan, China and India, as well as
of that of Europe during the sixteenth century.
When we realize our own fierce struggles with
temptations, despite all the helps that surround
us, natural and supernatural, and the restraints
of the Christian Church and home and college,